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destruction, that he should respect the official system of
the Electorate of Saxony ? It is tacitly recognised among
States that there is no State in the world which has not, at
some time or other, made use of rogues for the purposes
of spying. But the importance of such methods must not
be exaggerated. They play only a minor role. But that
the Foreign Office of a nation is justified in employing them
as a weapon against other States is obvious." 1

It may be objected that a resolute determination in the
State to behave no better than its neighbours will certainly
prevent any amelioration of international ethics. It is
difficult again to see how any State can claim the right to
act as a missionary of civilisation, to subdue less cultivated
communities for their ultimate good, if it starts with the
intention of adopting their standards of conduct. And this
second objection is the more cogent since Treitschke holds
that colonisation, besides being an economic necessity, is
also the outcome of a moral impulse, in so far as it means
the subjugation of the coloured races. It is worth noticing
that he considers the tropical form of colony more advantage-
ous than the colonies of European population upon which
the mother-country cannot hope to impress her influence
for an indefinite period of time.

His treatment of the question of colonies has an important
bearing upon international relations. He values colonies
because he holds that they, in various ways, enable the
mother-State to express her individuality and to save her
surplus population from being dissipated among other
States. He arrives at the conclusion that colonies are a
positive necessity, because self-preservation means self-
expression and the boundless accumulation of power. From
this belief it is only a short step to the further proposition
that the need of such a State as Germany for colonies is
" a necessity which knows no law." Treitschke does not
take the step ; but he distinctly indicates the moral which

1 Politik, i. pp. 106-9.